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Four orphans named Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny live in an
abandoned boxcar they found in the woods. Their grandfather
wants to take care of them, but the four are fearful so they make
a nice life for themselves by finding recycled materials and asking
townspeople for items that are going to be thrown out. After
a while one of the townspeople, Dr. Moore, follows Henry and
notices that he is living in the boxcar. Dr. Moore soon realizes
that the flyers hung around town looking for four children are
for Henry and his siblings, so he reunites the children with their
grandfather, who move in together and build a happy life.
Originally written in the 1920s, this classic book will still
be enjoyed by children today. The idea of living in a boxcar
without the rules and watchful eyes of adults creates a sense
of excitement and adventure in young readers. Some modern
readers may need an explanation of ideas that are no longer
common, such as milk in glass containers or paying Henry one
dollar for doing a day’s worth of chores. This series is great for
readers who are new to chapter books, since each chapter is
short in length and there are not many events within each to
follow. While the original cover art may not be enticing to modern
students, finding a reissued version from the publisher can be a
great way to introduce a classic to today’s readers.
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